[Course of illness in acute pancreatitis].
The incidence of acute pancreatitis per year is estimated to be between 10 and 46 per 100,000 population. The mortality rate of acute edematous pancreatitis is below 1%, whereas patients suffering from hemorrhagic-necrotizing pancreatitis die in 10-24% of cases. In 80% acute pancreatitis is caused by either gallstone disease or excessive alcohol consumption. As of today no specific therapy has been developed for the treatment for acute pancreatitis. Acute pancreatitis is characterized by specific clinical and morphological alterations that occur in a time dependent manner. Frequently occurring complications are parenchymal necrosis (15-25%), multiorgan failure (10-26%), pancreatic pseudocysts (5-15%), recurrence of pancreatitis (21%) endocrine (6.5%) and exocrine (13-27%) insufficiency and a transition to chronic pancreatitis (10-25%).